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Concluding Thoughts

Differing reolities con affect the feosibility of some
courses of oction in individual countries.” On the
whole, however, maony factors remain  constant
throughout Asia:

B the construction industry s notariously dongerous
and even minimal complionce with heolth and
safety legislation is rare in most Asian cauntries;
workers in the construction and demuolilion
industries will continue to receive hozardous
exposures as long os asbestos products are
being used;

B there is an olmast totol lack of government
surveillance of occupational conditions ot
asbestos-using production facilities and down-
stream locations such as construction sites;

B there are little or no nationol dato on the
incidence of asbestos-reloted diseases o
maortality; the absence of data is exploited to
validate the continued use of asbeslos;

B compensation for victims of ashestos-related
diseases is virtuolly non-existent;*

B deodly economic exploitation of unskilled and
uneducated workers exposed to oshestos in the
informal sectors is widespread;

B the tronsfer of hazardous asbestos technology
from developed to developing countries: the
exponsion of the Koreon asbestos industry in the
196035 and 19705 wos fuelled by investment from
Japan™ and Germany; os regulations tightened in
the 19905, Korean producers of asbestos textiles
and brake linings relocoted to Chino and other
countries in Southeast Asin;

B the existence of oggressive and well-financed
misinformation campoigns, using industry-funded
“experts” cting "voodeo scence” to misleod
governments and consumers;

B o lock of political will to tockle notional osbestos
legacies; o typical example of this is decodes of
government inaction in Japan; even when
governmants acknowledge the osbestos horord,
there is no sense of urgency in dealing with the
prablems it hos created;

B the lock of coordinotion among government
agencies with, for example, the Ministries of Public
Health, Lobor and Environment supparting an
asbestos ban and the Ministries of Industry and
Notural Resource opposing it;

B osbestos-using focilities sited in densely populoted
areas pollute the atmosphere and put locol peaple
ot risk;

W the almost total absence of provision for the
controlled disposal of ashestos waoste.

Variotions in nationol econcmies notwithstanding,
there is no level of asbestos exposure which is "sofe,”
the concept of the “controlled use of oshestos™ is an
industry follocy designed to mislead unsuspecting gov-
ernments and naive consumers. If countries are not
ready to bon osbestos ond are sericus about minimir-
ing the asbestos risk to the population, they should
impose the strictest controls possible; even with a
Threshold Limit Volue (TWV) of 02 ffce, os mony os 5 out
of 1,000 workers will die from osbestos-related lung
cancer, if the TIV is 2 ffce, 64 out of 1,000 will die, Con-
certed regional action on asbestos in Asia is recom-
mended; history hos shown thot uniloteral asbestos
bans result in hozardous technalogies being dumped
on the most vulnerable workers in countries with no
bans,

Mr. lssei Tajima, o Member of the House of Represent
otives of Jopan and the Secretary General of the Ashes-
tos Task Force of the Democratic Party of Jopan, urges
other Asion countries not to make the same mistakes
05 Japan. Despite the fact that the ILD hod pointed out
the carcinogenicity of crocidolite a5 early as 1970, the
loponese Diet did not bon its use until 1995; although
government negligence led to high levels of nshestos-
reloted domage, the Joponese Government conlinues
to prevaricote about its responsibilities, saying that it
octed i occordonce with the level of scientific knowi-
edge available ot the time. Mr. Tajime soys:

I have strong feelings that for other countries to delay
their response in the same way os lapan, o whole host
of potentiolly ovoidoble problems such as on intreose
in damage including paliution and panic will accur in
ather regions of the world, We must find o global solu-
tion to the problem of asbestos storting with o re-
sponse in Asio os o whole”

The transference of osbestos technology to industnol
iming countries is an imperialist act which exploits the
world's most ol-risk pepulations. While o handful of
producers reap the benefits of the commercial exploi-
totion of osbestos, scores of countries experience far
reaching damage during each industrial phase: manu:
focture, demolition ond disposal. Only by externalizing
significant costs, such os the compensation and medi-
cal treotment of the ashestos-injured, con oshestos
compete with sofer materials, The continuing use of
asbestos is o crime against humanity ond connot be



justified, The trons-border
shipment of row fiber, tointed
products, contaminated waste
materials and poisoned ves-
sels show 0 contemptuows
and illzgal disregard for inter-
national  regulotory  frame-
works, regional directives ond
national lows. When the prob
lems which remain in the in-
dustrialized world from its os-
bestos post are considerad, it
i inexplicable thot decision
makers In developing coun
tries continue to allow the use
of this acknowledged toxin

Even as the level of bon asbes-
tos  mobilization increoses
throughout Asio, some na-
tional governments remain unoble or unwilling to im-
pose national restrictions on the use of this hazardous
substance. Nevertheless, serious efforts ore being
mude to roise owareness amongst workers in Banglo
desh, Indio, Indonesio, Jopan, Korea, Pokistan ond Vi-
elnom by osbestos victims' groups, trade unions,
medicol professionals, civil servants and academics.
The future holds no place for the killer dust; it is neither
sustainable nor irreploceahle. As millions of global os-
bestos victims hove learned, when it comes to asbes
tos the polluter rorely pays; the real costs of osbestos
use are bome by individuols, fomilies, communities
ond countries focing huge asbestos-reloted health ond
decontomination bills. The bast way to reduce the bur-
den of osbestos-related disease i to ban osbestos; o5
hestos is yesterday's moterial and should be relegoted
ta the dusthin of discredited technologies and discard-
ed maoterials; an ashestos-free future is possible,
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