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The first opportunity to explore the threats posed by
the increasing use of asbestos in Asio was created by
international asbestos victims groups, NGOs, trode un-
ions, government agencies and Japanese supparting
bodies which worked together to organize the Global
fsbestos Congress 2004 (GAC 2004) in Tokyo. This
event, which brought together 800 delegates from 40
countries, addressed o ronge of medical, legal, epide-
miological, biochemical, environmental, sociol and
political issues. Representatives of international lobor
federations and hundreds of Asion trode unionists
were in attendance, underlining the growing oware-
ness of the toll being paid by building workers for hoz-
ardats ashestos exposures, The presence of Jopunese,
Indian, Australion, Conadion, Americon, Welsh and
Narthern Irish asbesios victims ond fomily members
personalized the orowing worldwide epidemic.

GALC 2004 kick-started the regional asbestos debate
and gave birth to many joint imitintives including a fal-
low-up conference in Bangkok in July 2006 which pro-
gressed the reqional asbestos dinlogue, Attendance of
high-level Thai poliboors ond civil servants at the
Asion Asbestos Conference (AAC 2008) enabled Thal
delegates to engoge in one-to-one discussions on s
sues such os the leck of survetlionee of working condi-
tions in osbestos focilities located In rural areos, Dr.
ivan 0. Ivanoy, an Occupational Health speciolist from
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the WHO, called the meeting an “important mile-
stone” in regionol and globol eforts to curb the ep-
demic of osbestos-reloted diseoses.

By offering speokers the epportunity to present up-to-
date end accurate information on the ashestos hazard,
AAC 2006 succesded in Bxposing industry propoganda
such os reassurances thot “the controlled use of ashes-
tos is safe’” No defegate to the conference left Bang-
kok with any illusions about the petential for lasting
harm posed by the use of ashestos and asbestos-con-
toining products. Highlighting the importonce of the
conference for Thoi delegates, Or. Somkiat Sirinuttono-
pruk, one of the conference organizers, reparted thot:

"Since the conference, the ashestas issue has been the
focus of meetings and discussions amongst civil serv-
ants, government personnel and eccupotional health
professionals in Thailond. We are determined to build
on the momentum generated by the July meeting so
that improvements will be made and the populotion
will be better protected from the osbestos hozard
Thailand was honored to bave so many distinguished
internotiongl experts attend this event and we look
forward to warking with this global netwerk i the fu
ture.”

Delegates ot the AAC odopted The Bengkok Decloration
on the Elimination of Asbestos ond Asbestos-refated Drs-
eose (Appendix D) which calls for o total abolition of
the use of asbestos ond osbestos-containing products,
highlights the importance of pnmary prevention and
the opplication of proctical guidelines for good prac
tice, points out that sofer olternatives are ovoiloble
ond should be used ond emphaosizes the need for early
disease detaction, appropnaote medical treatment and
prompt payment of government benefits ond compen-
sotion claims
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The ashestos problem epitomizes commaon chollenges
facing Asion populations, such os the epidemic of in-
dustrial occidents ond deaths and the lock of good goy-
ernance. Gross-roots mobilizotion linked to interno-
tional odvacacy is critical for o "sustained and holistic
improvernent” for workers in the region according to
Sonjiv Pandite, from the Hong-kong based Asian Net-
work for the Rights of Occupational Accident Vichims
[AMROA] who says:



