Poying the Price

Despite the progressive increase in osbestos consump-
tian in Asia over recent decades, the number of Indi-
viduals being diagnosed with mesathelioma, o signo-
lure concer of osbestos exposure, remoms  low.
Research presented by Dr. Claudio Bianchi ot the Asion
Asbestos Conference in 2006 eloboroted on the dis-
crepancies between the incidence of mesothelioma in
Eurapean and Asion countries. He posited the follow-
ing explanations:

B mesothelicma is a porticulorly difficult disease to
diognose and requires histological exomination of
neaplostic tissue and/or microscopic identification
of the tumor for o relioble differentiol dicgnosis;
these technigues are not widely available in some
Astan countries;

B low life expectoncy or compelitive couses of death
combined with the long latency period of
mesothelioma, from 14-75 years, pre-empl decths
from mesotheliomao,

B the role of co-factors in mesotheliomeo cousation;

M the relotively recent industriolization in Asia which
means that a sufficient time lapse has not yat
occurred for mesothelioma to develop,

B widesprend underestimation of the true incidence
of the disease.

Although huge amounts of ashestos were used in Jo-
pan between 1960-2000," the number of pleurol me-
sotheliomos was extremely low (obout 150 per year)
until the early 1990s." Comporing the number of mses
af mesothelioma in two similar sized shipyard areos in
Jopan and Italy in the lost 3 decades of the 20th cen-
lury showed o huge differential with 4B cases in Yoko-
suka, Japan and 557 coses in Trieste-Monfalcone, Ita-
ly.

The obsence of historicol messurement dola of hozard-
ous asbestos exposures, o commaon problem in many
countries, has been on obstocle to campaoigners focing
government demands for proaf thot ashestos can kil ™
According to D, Ken Takahashi, co-outhor of o paper
published in The Lancet in March 2007, there is anoth-
er way to predict the human cost of osbestos use: “The
volume of asbestos consumed per head can act 05 o
surrogate for the exposure levels of o populotion and
ecological ossociotions between exposure rates and
disense rates zan he meosured” The outhors of Foo-
logreal Associction between Asbestos-reloled Diseoses
and Histarical Ashestos Cansumption: an International
Amalysis® found o “clear and plousible” correlotion be-

..;LH

tween the amounts of notionol csbestos consumption
in 1960-69 and the incidence of oshestos mortality in
2000-2004; statistical colculations using data from 33
countries revealed that:

“Histoncal ashestos consumption was a highly signifi-
cant positive predictor of ol mesotheliomo mortality

The association for ashestosis mortality rate was posi-
tive and statistically significant in men.. The slope
showed a 2.7fold increase in deaths from osbestosis in
men per 1 kg incremental rise in osbestos consumption
in the population.”

Speaking of a “global epidemnic of asbestos-reloted dis-
eases,” the scientists “strongly support the recommen-
dation that oll countries shauld move towards alimi-
noting (the) use of osbestos.”



