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phes: colomitous outbreaks of codmium and

arsenic poisoning, toxic levels of air poliution,
killer epidemics of Minomaota disease and the explo-
sion of 40 tonnes of methyl isocyanate gas which
coused thousonds of deaths in Bhopal, Until recently,
the most lethal of all cccupational killers hod done its
work unseen and unnomed; for decodes it infiltrated
workploces, homes, schools, and communities, Succes-
sive governments ond corporations remoined disinter-
ested in the potency of this killer, preferring to focus on
booming economies and healthy bolance sheets. As
the death toll mounted, individual men and women
begon to look for explonations; they come together
with others who were similorly offected to unmask the
silent assassin wha wos stealing their futures: Ashes-
tos!

Asm hos experienced many industrial catostro-

Lang after wornings had been heeded by most industn-
alized countries, Jupan was still using crocidolite and
omosite osbestos; when the new century downed, Jo
pan wos ane of the warld's bigoest consumers of chiy-
satile ashestos, As the incidence of oshestos disease
ond mortality increased, officiol deniols of the ashestos
hozord wore ever thinner, as thin os the pleura of the
lungs which had so easily been penetrated by deadly
oshestos fibers, The fe=lings of disbelief over neqgligent
behaviowr by revered Joponese companies such os
Kisbota, Nichios ond Asohi Sekimen mutoted into onger;
farmerly loyol employaes publicly criticized those who
hod been responsible for the homrdous conditions in
the shipyords, oshestos-cement foctories ond cor
plonts.

With no company or government compensation and
little or no information ovailable on medical treot-
ment, osbestos victims and their families were margin-
alized by these debilitoting and totally preventable ill

nesses, Ailing workers, grieving relatives, public health
compoigners and trode unionists come tagether to
raise owareness of the hidden trogedies which were oc-
curring behind so mony closed doors in Osako, Yoko-
suka, Yokohoma and Amagosaki City. As viclims’ groups
sprong up, campoigners discovered that the plague
toking so many innocent lives in Jopan was also ravag
ing other industrial populations. To add insult to Injury,
asbestos salesmen, led by Conadian stakeholders, were
aggressively cullivoting markets in newly industrializ-
ing countries in Asia,

Japan's asbestos epidemic has only just begun; thou-
sands mare will die in the decades to come. Billions of
yen will be needed to toke core of the injured and de-
contaminate our infrastructure. And yet, the asbestos
industry continually reassures its customers thot oshes-
tos can be used safely under “controlled conditions.”
This did not hoppen in Jopan and it will not happen
elsewhere. Countries which continue blindly down the
asbestos rood will pay the price for oshestos use nat in
rupees or bahts but in lives lost and femilies decimat-
ed. The only safe use of osbestos s no use.




